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more, and advance nothin own experiments, you ma, promise not to be the firsl
Mere assertions only serve i^ mind, and do not advance the caust
Hoping that I do not intrude upon u. of your time, which is more agreeably, 'a,<,u,, L usefully employed, than in discussing this sub^ I am, Sir, with consideration, Yours, &c.
JAMES WOODHOUSE. DR. JOHN MACLEAN.
"Woodhouse's ability as an investigator and an experimenter are demonstrated in the subjoined essay:
OBSERVATIONS ON SEVERAL METHODS OF OBTAINING OXYGENOUS GAS IN A VERY PURE
STATE.
A cheap and easy method of obtaining oxygenous gas, perfectly pure, in large quantities, has long been a desideratum with chemists. The azotic air, with which this gas is generally contaminated, renders it improper to be used in many delicate operations. In decomposing hydrogen gas, carbonated hydrogen gas, and the oxyds of carbon, of the same quality, in the eudiometer of Volta, different results will happen, unless the oxygenous air be exactly of the 'same strength, or unless it be completely freed of azotic air, which produces the variations in the experiments.
Dr. Priestley, who has had more experience in pneumatic philosophy than any other person, says, "to make dephlogisticated air perfectly pure is hardly possible;"* and the French and British philosophers recommend but
* Medical Eepository, Vol. Ill, p. 122.
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